
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

From Rev Ed’s heart, mind, soul, spirit and desk…..                6.30.2020 

What a crazy first half of 2020! It is hard to believe the year is half over personally and professionally 

things seem messed up – anybody else?  

As life as we have known it may never come back around to what we’ve experienced in the past, 

the future is certain – God loves His Creation, God desires relationship with His Creation and God 

seeks to redeem, renew, and sanctify His Creation. All of us are part of that plan, will we walk into it? 

It is easy to get distracted, it is easy to doubt, especially as we isolate, social distance and 

quarantine. Humankind is created to be social, to care for each other, to lean on and be leaned 

on. The past few months have prevented that which is natural for us. As restrictions are eased let us 

look for opportunities to safely reach out, to safely serve others in need, to be the hands and feet of 

Christ in our community. 

Two ways we can do this: 1) Join with each other and give canned goods to the Samaritan House – 

for now we have chosen to focus our efforts by giving green beans, diced tomatoes, and tuna fish. 

Boxes are in the narthex to deposit your gifts as you come for in-person worship. 2) When it becomes 

COVID safe to do so, the Marietta Street and Kresge congregations are going to hold a fellowship 

day at Turner Street park to share food, fun and establish relationships for ministry in the future. I’m 

looking for 3-4 volunteers to join me as we meet with Rev Bobby Church and members of Marietta 

Street UMC to plan, organize and resource this inaugural event.  

Much is still up in the air about the future. In-Person worship may even get shut down again by the 

end of the summer. We hope to re-start Kresge Kids when school starts, but like worship it’ll probably 

be with many differences. Worship is much simpler than in the past, no choir, no congregational 

singing, no congregational verbal responses or in unison readings. We are being told it is not safe for 

choirs to practice together nor to sing toward the congregation – it may be as much as 2 years 

before we are given the ok to re-start choirs and singing.  

What a crazy second half to 2020 this will be! 

Yet, God has a purpose and plan for Kresge UMC. I encourage you all to return with renewed 

energy to fulfill our membership covenant – to fully and faithfully participate in the ministries and 

mission of the church through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. To be 

disciples of Jesus Christ who are growing in relationship with God and each other while inviting, 

welcoming, and encouraging others to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 

“Humans, like the trinitarian God, are relational beings. Being in right relationship with God, the 

world, others, and oneself is not only the will of God but also the essence of holiness. Of course the 

human race is fallen; therefore, new birth becomes the process of renewing the image of God 

within the person through God’s grace. To be renewed in the image of God is to love as God loves 

through Christ Jesus.” Wesleyan Core Term – Humanity, Wesley Study Bible, pg 1177) 

Together we will participate in the fullness of God’s grace as much as possible as we journey into the 

future. 

        In His grip, Rev Ed 
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Kresge Family, 

On July 1 we become part of the New Northwest District (District 5).  

Rev John Pinson will be our new Superintendent. 

There is a lot of good info below, for your info. 
 

In His grip, Rev Ed 

 
 Redistricting in North Georgia for Mission and Stewardship With an aim toward optimizing mission, ministry, and 
stewardship across the North Georgia Annual Conference, Conference leadership has developed a proposal to restructure our 
districts from 12 to 8. Working with a strategic growth consultant, new district lines have been drawn in a mission-focused 
manner more reflective of today’s North Georgia Conference and the communities we serve.  
 This new structure has been thoroughly reviewed and unanimously approved by the Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration and by the Cabinet. Orientation to this structure has also been provided to all District Lay Leaders and District 
Committees on Superintendency, and District Administrative Assistants.  
 The structure will be formally presented to the 2020 North Georgia Annual Conference, but information, including a video 
presentation from our consultant, is available in advance.  
 
District Restructuring FAQs  
Why reduce the number of districts?  
The current district structure was created during a far different era in North Georgia. Realigning our districts in a more strategic, 
mission-focused manner reflective of today’s North Georgia Conference is the responsible and most opportune path to pursue.  
How were the new lines determined?  
The new lines were drawn with a few major guideposts:  
• District lines will honor county lines and major interstates.  
• Each new district will have opportunities for growth and include some high-growth counties.  
• Each district will have a similar number of churches. 
• The population (and projected population growth) is balanced between the 8 districts.  
• Current apportionments and District Work Funds will be roughly balanced across the new districts.  
• Six of the eight districts will have a United Methodist college, university, or seminary in its boundaries.  
What will the new district names be?  
New district names are still on the drawing board. Do you have a suggestion? Share name ideas with 
 your District Superintendent.  
What is the timeline?  
It will take 1 year for the new district structure to fully go into effect. While we will accelerate planning for and begin living into 
this new structure after Annual Conference in June, the proposed date of full implementation is July 1, 2021. 
 
From: John Pinson <john.pinson@ngumc.net> 
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2020 2:06 PM 
 

Welcome to the NEW District 5 - NW 

As of July 1, 2020, those churches that are in Bartow, Chattooga, Floyd, Polk and Cherokee Counties in addition to Walker, 

Catoosa, Whitfield, Murray, Fannin, Gilmer, Gordan, Bartow and Pickens counties will become District 5 NW with Rev. John 

Pinson as the District Superintendent and Josie Hickom will be the Office Administrator. 

The District office will be located at 110 South Pentz Street, Dalton, GA 30720. The phone number will be 706-278-3954 and the 

email address will be nwst@ngumc.net. 

 Josie will be in the office on Wednesday’s from 9a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and  

 she may be contacted Monday through Thursday at 706-278-3954 

 I can be contacted either by cell, txt, or email. 

 Cell:770-547-4258 Email: john.pinson@ngumc.net 

Welcome, and I am looking forward to being in ministry with the laity and clergy in District 5 NW 

The Rev. John W. Pinson Biographical Information John Pinson was called of God into ordained ministry when he was 
a junior in high school. He attended Philadelphia College of Bible, earning the Bachelor of Arts (BA) in biblical studies 
and pastoral ministry. While a student at Philadelphia College of Bible, John served as the chair of the Discipline 
Committee, and worked in the area of development and recruitment for the College. John later enrolled at Candler 
School of Theology, Emory University—earning the Master of Divinity (MDiv) in 1979. While in seminary, John worked 
with the Atlanta Police Department as a chaplain, and he was active in youth and Boy Scout programs at Grace United 
Methodist Church. John was ordained by Bishop William R. Cannon, and he has served the following pastoral 
appointments in the North Georgia Conference: Douglasville First UMC, Aldersgate UMC, Boynton UMC, West Rome 
UMC, Pine Log UMC, Christ UMC, South Broad UMC, Stripling Chapel UMC, Grantville UMC, and Newnan First UMC, as 
associate pastor under the ministry of the Rev. Dr. Art O’Neil. He was appointed in 2016 by Bishop Mike Watson to 
serve as the DS for the Northwest District. John has two children, Mary Frances, who teaches first grade in Houston, 
Texas, and Mathew who works at Emory University. Mathew is married to Susan Pinson, daughter of the Rev. Jim and 
Carol Moore, Susan is the minister of children and older adults, at Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church on the 
campus of Emory University. Mathew and Susan have a five-year-old daughter, Elizabeth, and 16-month-old son 
Henry who refers to John as Pop Pop. 

John W Pinson - Cell Phone 770-547-4258 
Chief Mission Strategist / District Superintendent 
District 5 - North West (D5NO) 
110 S Pentz St 
Dalton, GA 30720 
North Georgia Annual Conference  
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Hi everyone, it's Linda.  On behalf of the Relaunch committee, let me express our gratitude for the way you 
received the service Sunday.  We appreciate your cooperation in the many guidelines we put out, from 
parking to wearing those masks! 

 Of what I've heard, we were glad to be back—to be in our church home and to see each other again.  The 
service, although different, brought us back to focus on our relationship with God; the music was 
inspirational, and Ed's sermon said the things we needed to hear.   And these are the things that are 
important although the “distance” keeping was hard. 

To you who followed online, you were with us in spirit.  It is completely understandable that some want to 
continue from home for a while.  Whether all together or “together apart” we are family and we continue to 
care for one another. 

Please know that Krista and/or her group will clean this week, preparing for next Sunday.  Hope to see 
everyone Sunday. 
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Items Needed: 
 

We greatly appreciate the gifts 

given in memory of Linda Lee. 



 

 

 

                                        

   
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   7/1 7/2 7/3 7/4 

7/5 7/6 7/7 
 

7/8 7/9 7/10 7/11 

7/12 7/13 7/14 7/15 7/16 7/17 7/18 

7/19 7/20 7/21 7/22 7/23 7/24 7/25 

7/26 7/27 7/28 7/29 7/30 7/31  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY   SATURDAY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Ed Dickens 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


