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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
As I write this afternoon, I am tired. Even with today being only Wednesday, it has already been a
very full week. And honestly, as I sit and collect my thoughts, I am beginning to look for ways to make
some room for me, or at least lessen the weight of my schedule, for the rest of the week. No doubt, we
all have weeks and feelings like these from time to time, probably more often than not. It seems the
world around us always has so many things for us to do that it would not be possible for us to finish
them all, even if we could give up each night’s sleep to do them.
In times like these it is tempting to “slap a little paint on it and let it go,” which is railroad slang
for do as little as you can and send it on down the line. Looking at things that way bothers me, though.
It sounds as if I don’t care or that I am somehow not invested or engaged in things important to my
family, my Church, or even me. Somewhere in the background I can also hear the words of Galatians 6:
“Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not”(Galatians 6:9, KJV).
What do we do? Is there a solution? I think the real question is, will life for us be a chore or a
choice? That is a great question, but what is the answer? The answer is that we learn to say “no” – not in
a mean of nasty way, or simply as a way of lightening our load. But we learn to say “no” in a way that
empowers us to give a true and excited “yes” to the things that we allow to take the minutes, hours, and
days of our lives. A “yes” that allows us to be fully present in mind, body, and soul. A “yes” with the
physical, mental, and spiritual energy to finish well the things we believe God calls us to choose. And
above all, a “yes” that allows us to make the work of our hands and the work of our hearts an offering
that brings glory to God.
Peace and Blessings,

Allen

May 1 Candi Himes
May 4 Claramae Coley
May 6 Bobby Wood
May 9 Harland Moody
May 19 Howard Jackson
Diana Priest
May 11 Michelle Carter

May 15 Mrs. Randy Cook
(Judy)
May 16 Luke Cook
May 17 Bobbie Carmichael
April 25
Ann Roberts
May 25 Margaret
Jolly
April
26 Frank Norris
Maria
Masi
Brian
May 28 Bob Temple McGee

May 5 Howard & Alma Jackson
May 29 Harland & Linda Moody
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April 28 Joseph Carter
April 29 Mac Pletcher
April 30 Earle Ellis
Tami O’Neal
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The President, The Family
And
Graduating Class of
Georgia Southern University
Are honored to announce
Kendra Jane Cooper
Is a candidate for the degree of
Bachelor of Arts with a major in
Anthropology
With a Religious Studies minor
With Honors
At Commencement Exercises
Saturday morning, May seventh
Two thousand sixteen
Nine o’clock
Paulson Stadium
Statesboro, Georgia

Kresge would love to honor all of your graduates this year! Please turn in their names,
which school, & date to the office (put in door slot), so that they will be in the next Kourier.
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The days are getting close and I hope you are planning and preparing to take part in this year’s
Spring Barbecue. As you know it is right around the corner May 7th. On that day we will begin at 8am
with set-up and go to 2pm or until we are sold out. There will be other opportunities to participate during
the week. On Wednesday we will be cooking and making sauce, Thursday slicing and chopping, and
Friday making coleslaw; each of these days we will begin at 9am in the church kitchen. The menu will be
Charlie’s Barbecue, beans, chips, coleslaw, pickle, and bread. If you would rather have just barbecue it is 9
dollars a pound with coleslaw and sauce sold by pints and quarts, as well. There will also be cakes and
other bake goods, as available.
Tickets are still available in the church office from 8:45-12:15 Monday – Friday.
As always, all proceeds go to the building fund of Kresge UMC.

** We are attaching a flyer to this month’s newsletter. If you know of a place one should be
displayed, feel free to do so.
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Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of
remembrance for those who have died in service of the United States
of America. Over two dozen cities and towns claim to be the
birthplace of Memorial Day. While Waterloo N.Y. was officially
declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon
Johnson in May 1966, it’s difficult to prove conclusively the origins of
the day.
Regardless of the exact date or location of its origins, one thing
is clear – Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and a desire to
honor our dead. It was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by
General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the
Republic, in his General Order No. 11. “The 30th of May, 1868, is
designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise
decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their
country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost
every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land,” he proclaimed.
The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it
wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle.
On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery,
and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried
there.
The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all
of the northern states. The South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate
days until after World War I (when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in
the Civil War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war).
It is now observed in almost every state on the last Monday in May with Congressional passage of the
National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 – 363). This helped ensure a three day weekend for Federal
holidays, though several southern states have an additional separate day for honoring the Confederate
war dead: January 19th in Texas; April 26th in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; May 10th
in South Carolina; and June 3rd (Jefferson Davis’ birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.

Moina Michael conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial Day in honor of those who
died serving the nation during war. She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her friends and
co-workers with the money going to benefit servicemen in need. Later a Madam Guerin from France
was visiting the United States and learned of this new custom started by Ms. Michael. When she
returned to France she made artificial red poppies to raise money for war orphaned children and
widowed women. This tradition spread to other countries. In 1921, the Franco-American Children’s
League sold poppies nationally to benefit war orphans of France and Belgium. The League disbanded a
year later and Madam Guerin approached the VFW for help.
Shortly before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW became the first veterans’ organization to
nationally sell poppies. Two years later their “Buddy” Poppy program was selling artificial poppies made
by disabled veterans. In 1948 the US Post Office honored Ms. Michael for her role in founding the
National Poppy movement by issuing a red 3 cent postage stamp with her likeness on it.
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Murphy Harpst
Life and HOPE for Children
Emily Saltino
Vice President of Development
Dear Friends:
After a long winter at Murphy-Harpst, the pink az.aleas and dogwoods are bringing new life to the campus
hilltop. In late March, our children enjoyed celebrating Easter and all of the festivities that are part of this holy
season. In many ways, springtime mirrors the hope of a new day for the abused and neglected young people
who come to Murphy-Harpst for healing.
We ask now that you consider a gift to Murphy-Harpst that will help us in our ministry to provide loving,
professional care to heal the emotional wounds of violent abuse and neglect As the young people are in
custody of the State of Georgia, government funds cover 800/o of the costs for their care and treatment.
We seek your financial support that enables Murphy-Harpst to provide the love and professional attention that
that these young people desperately need. For many, Murphy-Harpst is their only hope.
One child that comes to mind is an eleven-year-old boy who suffered sexual abuse. He experienced acute
depression and was referred to a behavioral health facility but then transferred to Murphy-Harpst last summer.
With a history of lying and refusing to follow rules as well as depression, the boy is doing better with the help
of our clinical staff, and he has become likeable and talkative. While the boy has made progress, he has only
begun to face the memory of his molestation, and this child remains in treatment.
Many of our children experience break-through moments in our recreation program, and especially in our
equine assisted therapy program. Murphy-Harpst is unique in that we use horses-many of whom came to
us as abused animals-to help heal our young people. Most of the children have trust issues, but you bring
a horse into the picture, and they are less threatened.
One teenage boy, for example, and his peers were trying to lead a horse, Noelle,through an obstacle
course. Noelle was distracted by hay, feed, and treats. The boy's peers tried to bribe the horse through the
course when the director overheard him say, "You should not try to reach your goal by manipulating
others." The boy coached Noelle through the course and, since then, has shown empathy toward others in
difficult situations. Our recreation program abounds with such success stories, but this program receives no
government funding. We rely totally on donations to fund this and other worthwhile initiatives.
Best wishes to you and your family for a lovely spring, and thank you for being mindful of the tremendous
needs of young people entrusted to our loving care at Murphy-Harpst
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SUNDAY
1

1

MONDAY

TUESDAY

2

3

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

Tuesday
Morning
Prayer
Group
10:30 am

8 Breakfast

9

10
Tuesday
Morning
Prayer
Group
10:30 am

9:30 am
Sunday
School
10:00 am
Worship
Service
10:55 am

15

Breakfast 9:30
am
Sunday
School
10:00 am
Worship
Service
10:55 am

22

29

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday
School
10:00 am
Worship
Service
10:55 am

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday
School
10:00 am
Worship
Service
10:55 am

16

17

18

Tuesday
Morning
Prayer
Group
10:30 am

23

24

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

25
Tuesday
Morning
Prayer
Group
10:30 am

30

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

31

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

27
Tuesday
Morning
Prayer
Group
10:30 am

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

CARRY OUT OR EAT W ITH US!
W E LOOK FORW ARD TO SEEING YOU!
1 5 Booger Hollow Rd
Cedartown, GA 3 0 1 2 5
(At the Cor ner of Cave Spr ing Rd & Booger Hollow Rd)

BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

