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The Journey Together ContinuesΧΧ 
                                                                                      ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǎǘƻǊ 9ŘΩǎ IŜŀǊǘΧΧ December 31, 2018 

 
Formula for Life, life abundant in the Body of Christ - 25+2+1=28 

25  Matthew 25:34-36, 40b, ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ Ψ/ƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me 
ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻƪ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΣ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƳŜΦΩ ΧΦ Ψ¢Ǌǳƭȅ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘo 
one of the least of these who are members of my faƳƛƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦΩέ  
 
+2  Acts 2:41-47, ά{ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŀŘŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊs. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were 

together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as 

any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 

with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 

their number those who were being savedΦέ 

+1  Acts 1:8, ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΤ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ 

WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ WǳŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ  

=28  Matthew 28:16-20, άbƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΣ ǘƻ ǘhe mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜŘ ƘƛƳΤ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻǳōǘŜŘΦ !ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΩέΦ  
 
We find a framework for ministry within this formula and these texts. [ƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
same today as He was yesterday and will be tomorrow. Jesus will be no different in 2019 than he was in 2018 or before 
and He will not change. The critical question for each of us individually, as families, and as a congregation is - will we 
change? Will we allow the grace of God to transform us into the likeness of Christ? 
 
A year ago I wrote this sentence in the January newsletter: 2018 is going to be a break out year for God here at Kresge, 
LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΗ L ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƻǳǘΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
much more for us in 2019. Will I/you/we allow Holy Spirit to break us wide open, will we allow Holy Spirit to invade and 
take possession of ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΚ ²ƛƭƭ ǿŜ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
overwhelming goodness of His love guide our every thought, word and deed? 
 
άΨ! {ŎŜǇǘǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦΩ όbǳƳōŜǊǎ нпΥмтύ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜƴ ŀre slow to see, but some day all 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ! {ŎŜǇǘǊŜΩ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Iƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
swiftly than ice must melt before the glowing sun. It is I the very nature of things that sin must be consumed before His 
glorious holiness. Can it be other than the love of sin that blinds the eyes of men to His consuming righteousness? 
ΨSearch me, O God,, and know my heart. Try me and know my thoughts, and see it there be any wicked way in me and 
lead me ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎΦΩ !ƳŜƴΦέ ό¢ƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ bŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ hǳǊ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ [ƻǊŘΣ IǳǊƭōǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ IƻǊǘƻƴΣ ǇƎ тύ 
 
Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of the faithful and kindle in us the fire of your Love! 
 

In His grip, Ed 
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