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Kresge Family,

March 24, 2020

DO GOOD – STAY HOME
DO NO HARM – PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCE
STAY IN LOVE WITH GOD – PRAY!
EASTER IS COMING!
It is a trying time we live in. There will be an end to this one, be patient, be calm and wash your hands! Give thanks to
God for the opportunity to take a break from the hustle and bustle. I know, I know, it’s sometimes not fun, we are used to
going, going, going, and don’t like being told to sit still. But be still and know God is Who God says and promises God
is! Be still and sing: UM Hymn # 368
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus name.
Refrain: On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.
Refrain: On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand.
His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay.
Refrain: On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand.
When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found!
Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne!
Refrain: On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand.

Let this be our anthem for the next few weeks – sing it out loud, call a friend sing over the phone, sing with your family
and friends out in the yard (sing loud you’ll be 6 feet apart).
Our Leadership Team/Admin Council/One Board is monitoring the news and reacting to guidance, suggestions and
encouraging thoughts from the Annual Conference and District leadership as well as government entities
(Federal/State/local). They really are doing a great job!
We initially shut everything down – all worship services and ministry events through Sunday morning March 28. We
had hoped to return and worship together by beginning our scheduled Revival that evening. Given Polk County Schools
are closed until April 10 and now with Stay in Place orders issued for vulnerable persons and suggested for all by State
and City governments, we postponed the Revival for now.
We have cancelled or postponed everything between now and Easter:
ROCA District Fresh Expressions Workshop scheduled for Sat Mar 28
Revival Mar 28 – Apr 1
UMM Fish Fry scheduled for Apr 4
Women’s Retreat (Apr 24-26) is postponed hopefully a date in May (TBD) ** note this is a change from the
version of this letter that some previously received.
UMM lead/church wide BBQ that had been tentatively scheduled for May 5
General Conference is cancelled and being rescheduled sometime in 2021.
No Sunday schools, no small groups, no choir practice, no Kresge Kids, no worship services.
Sing again: My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. ….
We hope to be able to re-open on Easter morning. The Worship Team has begun tossing ideas around that will lead us to
praise God, celebrate the Resurrection and our coming together as a congregation for the first time in many weeks! Pray
this comes to pass!

In the meantime, though we are not coming together for worship we have bills to pay. As a congregation we need to
continue to give regularly and routinely sustaining our tithes, offerings and financial commitments. We know for some
this is extremely difficult because of lost wages from being out of work. Please do what you can. For others maybe you
can do more -we anticipate benevolence requests to increase and exceed the amount we budgeted for. We’ll especially be
called upon to assist the members of our congregation negatively affected by the virus associated financial shutdowns.
As of now we have approximately $16000 in the General checking account, that may sound like a lot of money, but it
equates to approximately a one-month cushion. Meaning if no giving is received, we can pay our bills for one month,
after that we would be forced to not pay or rob our designated accounts – a financial practice that is prohibited and one
we will not return to.
The best way to give is through online banking with the bank you have a checking account with or by sending a check in
the mail to the church at 15 Booger Hollow Rd., Cedartown, Ga. 30125
You may use the Online giving link on our website but know that PayPal charges a 2.5% fee and Charity Navigator
charges 3.95%. So, whatever you gift is, it is reduced by those fees.
We encourage each of you, not just our designated Shepherds to reach out to your Sunday school classmates, small
group disciples, UMM, UMW, Choir and whoever else you have relationship with. Sing My Hope Is Built together, ask
each other how you may pray for one another, share relational moments over the phone, via FaceTime or Skype or
Google Duo, email, or text. Let us know when someone needs assistance or encouragement. We can maintain Christ
centered relationship while practicing social distance. Let Kresge UMC be an example and provide our community
leadership as we help bring this crisis under control.
For now, Debbi Z. is keeping normal office hours; Pastor Ed, who is still healing from neck surgery is in for several
hours a day and available by phone, email and text. While we always love to see all of you during the week, we ask that
you practice social distance, limit the time of your stay etc.
When we can return, we may need to re-think past standard practices: shaking hands, hugging etc. until such time as we
are given an all clear. Being a “hugger”, this will be hard on me for sure!
One last item. I have not attempted to do live stream worship/sermons because we do not have the resources to do so
well. Having watched some of my colleagues deliver a sermon in an empty sanctuary and or from their living rooms I am
convinced I would be ineffective in those conditions. Further, I don’t want to ask others to come in to run the sound
system, turn on lights, play piano etc., this is the price of practicing social distancing. There are plenty of churches who
live stream all the time who are prepared and do so well. We can join with them, there are links to several on the North
Georgia Annual Conference website.
I have daily published a devotional thought connected to this year’s read through the Bible in a year plan and have and
will sent out prayer guidance to prepare for Revival which we will continue.
Sing again: My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. ….
In His grip, Ed

Items Needed:
Boxed Mac n’ Cheese
Peanut Butter
Bulk – Grits, Oatmeal
Cereal
Dry Milk
Flour
Cornmeal

Canned goods;
Diced Tomatoes
Corn
Green Beans
Other Beans - Pinto, Black, Kidney, etc.
English/green peas
Tuna
Fruit
Soup
Please make sure the dates have not expired. If you have any
questions, talk to Debra Willingham.
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