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From our Pastor’s Heart …..

7.30.20

The past several months has been an interesting, stress filled time as we began to and now continue to journey in
the season of COVID. Personally, I do not remember seeing a class at Asbury Theological Seminary offering ways to
encourage a congregation to be active while telling them they can’t come together in fellowship to worship.
I think this is a good time for all of us to review what United Methodist believe about church membership as stated
in the Book of Discipline. Please take some time to read and reflect on three paragraphs concerning Church
Membership:

217. When persons unite as professing members with a local United Methodist church, they profess their faith in
God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; in Jesus Christ his only son; and in the Holy Spirit. Thus they make
known their desire to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. They covenant together with God and with the members of the local
church to keep the vows which are part of the order of confirmation and reception into the church:
1. To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world, and repent of their sin;
2. To accept the freedom and power God gives to them to resist evil, injustice, and oppression;
3. To Confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put their whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as their Lord;
4. To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world;
5. To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in their power to strengthen its ministries;
6. To Faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their
witness;
7. To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
218. Growth in Faithful Discipleship – Faithful membership in the local church is essential for personal growth
and for developing a deeper commitment to the will and grace of God. As members involve themselves in private and
public prayer, worship, the sacraments, study, Christian action, systematic giving, and holy discipline, they grow in their
appreciation of Christ, understanding of God at work in history and the natural order, and an understanding of
themselves.
219. Mutual Responsibility – Faithful discipleship includes the obligation to participate in the corporate life of the
congregation with fellow members of the body of Christ. A member is bound in sacred covenant to shoulder the burdens,
share the risks, and celebrate the joys of fellow members. A Christian is called to speak the truth in love, always ready to
confront conflict in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation.
These paragraphs describe the discipleship process, the process of entire sanctification – the journey of becoming
and being Christlike.
Join me as I take pause by reading these paragraphs again and again, as I consider the ways I am fulfilling and falling
short, please consider the same for yourself. Then let’s ask ourselves how the life of our congregation is affected?
Consider this time of social distance and quarantine as time of fasting, draw closer to God and determine to unite
fully and faithfully as professing members as we read in these three paragraphs.
In His grip, Rev Ed

CONCERNS

PRAISES

The Family of Pecolia Ann Hughes

Wonderful Kresge volunteers
who are maintaining our
grounds & building

Marilyn Mobbs
Rev. Ed’s Mother, Barbara

People improving from
illness

Students starting school and college

Rain to grow good gardens

Teachers and school staff

Visits with family

Parents and care givers
Those coping with ups and downs
Adoption process of
Angie & Ronnie Hopkins for Peanut

Samaritan House is only
open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
The Kresge volunteers
serving this month are;
August 11 – Carolyn Tanner
August 13 – Sybil Temple
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